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CLOSING MAJOR WATERCRAFT SAFETY LOOPHOLES 

 

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX (March 4, 2014) – Rep. Sonny Borrelli is sponsoring legislation 

that seeks to close two major watercraft safety loopholes that exist under current state law.  

 

House Bill 2003 states that watercraft operators who refuse tests for alcohol or drugs would face 

civil penalties totaling $1,250, and a collision or accident that results only in damage to the 

property of another would be a Class 3 misdemeanor.  

 

Under current state law, suspected drunken operators who refuse to submit to tests of their 

breath, blood, urine or other bodily substances do not face any penalty, and a warrant must be 

obtained to take samples. By the time a warrant is obtained, the blood alcohol level necessary to 

prosecute may have disappeared.  

 

“Unlike vehicular DUIs, law enforcement is essentially neutralized because there’s nothing 

currently that penalizes a person for refusing a test,” Borrelli said. 

 

Similarly, no crime or penalty currently exists for crashes involving moored watercrafts or 

unattended docks. Because of this, victims cannot recover damages under insurance policies 

because no crime technically occurred.  

 

“This bill is about preserving public safety and protecting personal property from irresponsible 

people,” said Borrelli. “We must prescribe penalties for these in state statute and close-up the 

loopholes.” 

 

HB 2003 would also make it easier for authorities to charge boaters with aggravated operating 

under the influence if a passenger aboard is 15 years of age or younger. But, Rep. Borrelli still 

assures boaters that they won’t be required to have identification to go boating.  

 

“You’re not required to have insurance on the water, or a driver’s license, and that’s not going to 

change.” 

 

HB 2003 has passed out of the Committee on Public Safety, Military & Regulatory Affairs and 

the Committee on Judiciary. Borrelli’s legislation passed out of the House Committee of the 

Whole on March 3, 2014. After a Third Read the legislation will head to the Senate.  
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